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In parents’ book, librarian cuts go too far

Families in Spokane launch what has grown into a statewide effort to protect schools' guardians of the shelves.
By StuartGlascock

Los AngelesTimesStaff Writer

Decembe23, 2007

SEATTLE N As hashappenedn otherstatescashstrappedschools inWashingtoraredropping
librariansto savemoney: Thisyear,FederaMWay cut 20 librarianpositions.SpokaneeducedlO librarians
to half-time. Darringtoncut two librarians. A schoolin Marysville eliminatedits half-time librarian.

Librariesareopenless, theiprogramsminimized,jobscombined.ln manycasespart timerswith little
formal library training arereplacingskilled veteransin rural Pomeroy a schoolnow employsa
combinationcustodianrlibrarian: She openghelibrary after cleaningthe lockerrooms.

Oneschool'sparentssaid: Enoughis enough.

Convincedthat childrenand educationsufferswhenlibrariansdisappeara looseknit bandof Spokane
families launchedwvhat hasbecomea statewidecampaignto bring schoollibrariansbackfrom the brink.

The parentsblastede-mails aboutan online petitionto everyonethey knew. They postedfliers at coffee
shops,bookstoresandpublic libraries.Theybeganan e-mail newsletterandadvertisedhe campaignon
social networkingwebsites They gavepresentationto educationprofessionaland campecdbut at school
boardmeetings.

As their expensegrew,they sold T-shirtsto raisemoneyto fund trips to the statecapitalin Olympia,
wherethey'vebecomsdfixturesat hearingson schoofinances.

This month,they hand delivered2,500 signature® a stategovernmentommitteeexamining
Washington'saarcaneschootfunding system."We did it to find out if anybodycared,"saidLayera
Brunkan,who startedthe petitiondrive with SusanMcBurney.Their children'selementaryschoolwas
affectedby thecuts.

"We realizedthat theschoollibrariesarehemorrhagingandit wasfar worsethanwe everimagined,"said
LayeraBrunkan.

State legislatorsaccustomedo professionalobbyistsandofficial representativesf public education's
many specialinterestgroups,embracedhe parentsturnedactivists.

GOP stateRep.Skip Priestwasbuttonholedby the Spokaneparents He sits on theBasicEducation
FinanceJoint Task Force,which will recommendducationfundingchangego the Legislaturenextyear.

The district Priestrepresents-ederaWay, axed20 schoolibrariansthis year.

"Librariansembodywhat s importantfor education, Priestsaid."Lisa is remindingus all how important
it is to fund K-12 adequatelywt the statelevel."

The Spokaneparents'gavepeoplearoundthe statean opportunityto say,'Yes, this is important,” Priest
said."Thatis special-- notunique,butit's unusualpecausdere'sa coupleof concernegarentswvho are
doing morethanwriting or e-mailing. They'reexpressing/iews clearly andforcefully andproviding a
websiteso that othersvho agreecanexpresgheir views aswell."

Nationally, statisticson schoolibrary staffingareelusive,saidNicolle Steffen,directorof Library
ResearclService a Denverbasedagencythat collectsesearctaboutlibraries.However,shesaid
unequivocallythat schools acrogke countrystrugglewith library funding.

In Colorado,educatorsaretrying to demonstrate connectionbetweenstudentachievemenand

librariansin schools. On@chievementestscoretherenoteswhetherthe schoolhasa librarian, Steffen
said.
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"It seemgretty clearto usthat librariangmatter,"shesaid."Having a library with somebodyin it is
important. Whenyou havea trainedlibrarian who works with teachersthat'swhenyou makea huge
difference."

The National Commissioron Librariesand Information ScienceurgedCongresghis yearto support
certified schoollibrariansunderthe No Child Left BehindAct. Schoollibrary mediaprogramsand
studentachievemenarecritically linked, thecommissionsaid.

The numberof schoollibrary mediaspecialistsrarieswidely from stateto stateanddistrict to district,
saidJulie A. Walker, executivedirectorof AmericanAssn.of SchoolLibrarians.Schoollibrary funding
tendsto trackoverall educatiorfunding, shesaid.SouthCarolinaand Arkansashavethe highest
percentagef librariansin schools, nearlpne per school,becausef statewiddegislativemandatesand
Californiahasthe lowestbecausef thelingeringimpactof Propositionl3, Walkersaid.
Despitebudgetpressuressomeschools havenaintainedandexpandedheir libraries.

At Auburn RiversideHigh Schoolin a growing suburbabout25 milessouthof Seattle Lisa Gallinatti
manages collectionof 21,000 booksndrunsa computerdab with about50 workstations.

She teachestudentsaboutthe researctprocesshelping studentgeterminehe bestsourceof
information. She teachestudentghe differencebetweena searchengineanda database.

("Whenyou searclihe Web, you don'talwaysfind quality," shesaid."Databasesremoreaccurate."
Internetsearcheshurchout resultsbasedon popularityor paid placement.)

Eachday hundred=f studentausethelibrary; teachersollaboratewith herandhertwo assistants.
Educatorsall it a shiningexampleof a schoollibrary that works.

But Gallinatti knowsthat herss an endangeredpecies.

"It's dishearteningEvery schoolyear,there'sa newschooldistrict that ismaking cuts, 'Gallinatti said.
To stemtheloss,the parentgroupin Spokanehopesto changethe way schools valuand pay for
librarians.In general the groupwantsthe educationcodeto designateschoollibrariansan essentiapart
of everychild's basiceducationLocal schooldistricts,then,would havefewer optionswhenit cameto

making cuts.

Studiesacrossl9 stategie healthyschoollibrariesto studentperformancesaidMarianneHunter,past

presideniof the WashingtorLibrary Assn.She creditshe "fired-up" parentsfor the issue'sractionin the

state.

LayeraBrunkanand McBurney,who startedthe petitiondrive, both saythey feel passionatelyaboutthe
issue. Theyareactiveon behalfof their children-- eachhastwo — andasrole modelsfor them.

But morepressinglytheybelieveit is a uniquetime to standfor a worthwhile cause-- to getschool
librariansoff the endangeredist.
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